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Contact: Alyssa Burgin, Texans for Peace, 210.381.4021, aburgin@texansforpeace.org

            Debbie Russell, Austin Against War, 512.389.0215, debstuff@hotmail.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 29th, 2004

Austin, Texas--Thousands of Texans from cities and towns across the state are expected to fill the streets of Austin on Saturday, October 2nd, in an antiwar march and peace rally which will commemorate the birthday of the Mahatma Gandhi, born 135 years ago. Marchers begin their trek at Auditorium Shores, where a pre-rally begins at 11:30 A.M., and proceed at 12:30 P.M. along a route through downtown to the Capitol's south steps, where the rally is scheduled to start at 1:00 P.M.

The sponsors of the event, in keeping with the occasion of Gandhi's birthday, plan to present an array of speakers who will highlight what they have accomplished on behalf of peace and justice, while at the same time hammering home the message that war is inherently wrong, and that "peace is the way."  Featured speakers include Atul Kothari and Dr. Pramod Pathak, both prominent in the founding of the Gandhi Library in Houston; Mohammed Alatar, founder of the organization Palestinians for Peace and Democracy, who has just returned from a trip to Palestine with Arun Gandhi, grandson of the Mahatma; Bonnie Adamson-Vorwaller, an activist working for awareness of nuclear health hazards; Ray White, founder of the Bryan-College Station Veterans' for Peace chapter; and Josefina Castillo, program director of the Austin chapter of the American Friends' Service Committee. Interest is high in hearing these diverse stories which all carry the theme of peace and non-violence.  There will also be musical diversions, as well as a special production of guerrilla theater centered on the military-industrial complex.

Endorsers of the event, sponsored and organized by Austin Against War and Texans for Peace, include Code Pink Austin, Vietnam Veterans Against the War, Veterans for Peace, Democracy for Texas, the South Texas Alliance for Peace and Justice (Corpus Christi), the Border Peace Presence (El Paso), Nowarsanmarcos,The American Friends Service Committee,  North Texas for Peace and Justice, the Dallas Peace Center, Tikkun Corpus Christi, the Austin Center for Peace and Justice, Tikkun Austin,  Peace Action Texas, and the International Socialist Organization. Participants from Houston, Alvin, Beaumont, San Angelo, Rockport, San Antonio, Nacogdoches, the Valley, and all points in between have announced they will join their fellow Texans in saying "no" to war at this important rally, some coming by bus, others in car pools. It is anticipated that the march will provide a strong statement against war at this critical time in our nation's history.

                                                    #####

Note to media: Press packets will be available at the Capitol venue. Interviews with speakers can be arranged in advance. For more information, contact Alyssa Burgin or Debbie Russell (see above).

